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CLOSING OF THE CONFERENCE  
SPEAKER BIOS 

DAY 3 – 30 APRIL 2021 

 

Mr. Giorgio Marrapodi, DG for Development Cooperation, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 
of Italy 

Giorgio Marrapodi was appointed the Director General for 
Development Cooperation on 2 February 2018. A career 
diplomat with 32 years of experience, he was Italian 
Ambassador to Austria (2013-2017) and Deputy Chief of 
Mission at the Italian Embassy to Spain (2005–2009). 
Previously he served at the Permanent Mission of Italy to 
the European Union in Brussels (2001–2005) and to the 
United Nations in New York (1994-1998). At the Foreign 

Ministry in Rome he was Division Chief for Legal Affairs. Entered the diplomatic service in 
1987, his first overseas assignment was in Bucharest, where he served at the Italian Embassy 
to Romania (1990-1994). He is a Commander of the Order of Merit of the Italian Republic, 
Knight Grand Cross of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta. He received the highest 
decoration from the Republic of Austria and the Star of Diplomacy from Lithuania. 

 

Ms. Maria Francesca Spatolisano, Assistant Secretary-
General for Policy Coordination and Inter-Agency Affairs, 
UNDESA 

Maria-Francesca Spatolisano is the Assistant Secretary-
General for Policy Coordination and Inter- Agency Affairs, 
UN DESA since March 2019. At the beginning of February 
2021, she was also appointed Officer-in Charge of the 
Office of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Technology in 
her personal capacity.  

Ms. Spatolisano has 35 years of experience in public service 
including extensive senior leadership in multilateral affairs. She has served as the European 
Union Ambassador to the OECD and UNESCO, Monaco and Andorra. She was a member of the 
EU Delegation to the United Nations, serving as the Head of its Economic and Trade Section, 
covering all issues related to trade, development and environmental policies in the Second 
Committee and ECOSOC; she also represented the EC to the Fifth Committee. 
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Ms. Jan Beagle, Director-General, IDLO 

Jan Beagle is the Director-General of the International 
Development Law Organization (IDLO) since January 2020. 
She was elected by Member Parties in November 2019. She 
has some forty years of experience as a diplomat and a 
senior international civil servant, working on peace and 
security, development, human rights, management, 
gender and organizational reform issues. 

Ms. Beagle has served as Special Adviser to the United 
Nations Secretary-General on System-wide 

Implementation of Chief Executives Board (CEB) decisions; United Nations Under-Secretary-
General for Management Strategy, Policy and Compliance; Deputy Executive Director of the 
Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS); Deputy Director-General of the 
United Nations Office at Geneva; and Assistant Secretary-General for Human Resources 
Management. She has held senior positions in the Executive Office of the Secretary-General, 
the Office of the Administrator of UNDP, and the Department of Political and Security Council 
Affairs. 

Throughout her career, Ms. Beagle has been a committed advocate for gender equality and 
played a leadership role in the interagency bodies of the UN system, including as Chair of the 
High-Level Committee on Management of the CEB, and Chair of the CEB Task Force to address 
sexual harassment in UN organizations. She was formerly the Chair of the Assistant Secretary-
General Advisory Group of the UN Development Group and a member of the Board of the UN 
System Staff College.  

Ms. Beagle began her career in the New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs, including as a 
delegate to the United Nations in New York. She holds a Bachelor of Arts and a Master of Arts 
in History and International Relations from the University of Auckland, New Zealand. 
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