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Ms. Ligia Noronha, Assistant Secretary-General and Head of the New 
York Office, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
 
Ms. Ligia Noronha began her role as United Nations Assistant Secretary- 
General and Head of the New York Office at UNEP on 1 April 2021. In 
this role she works in establishing and maintaining critical links with the 
Permanent Missions of Member States to the United Nations, the 
United Nations Secretariat, other UN System organizations and entities 
headquartered in New York, major groups, civil society organizations, 
academia and the private sector. Through her leadership of the New 
York Office, she seeks to promote effective integration of the 

environmental dimension in the UN System, in the inter-agency mechanisms and in the 
intergovernmental processes while raising awareness of emerging environmental issues and the 
outcomes of the United Nations Environment Assembly. 
 
An economist with over 30 years of international experience in the field of sustainable development, 
Ms. Noronha previously served as Director of UNEP’s Economy Division based in Paris and Nairobi, 
leading UNEP’s work on climate mitigation and energy transitions; on inclusive green economies, 
circularity and sustainable consumption and production, as well as on trade and sustainable finance; 
on extractives, and the nexus of environment, pollution and health. During her tenure, Ms. Noronha 
positioned the Economy Division as a center for integrated actions in support of the 2030 Agenda. 
 
Prior to joining UNEP, Ms. Noronha worked as Executive Director at The Energy and Resources Institute 
(TERI) in New Delhi; she served as Secretary of the Asian Energy Institute and as Coordinator of the 
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnerships (REEEP), and worked with the International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canada. 
 
She holds a Master’s degree in Economics from the University of Mumbai, as well as a Master’s degree 
in Sea Use Law, Economics and Policy and a Ph.D. from the London School of Economics. Ms. Noronha 
is married with three children. 


