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Mandeep Tiwana is chief programmes officer and head of New 
York office at global civil society alliance, CIVICUS. He 
specialises in legislation relating to the core civil society 
freedoms of expression, association and peaceful assembly.  
 
Since joining CIVICUS in 2008, Mandeep has engaged in efforts 
to advance civil society participation in decision making and to 
protect civil society freedoms globally. He has written 
extensively on the intersection between civil society, 
development and international affairs in this capacity. 
Previously, Mandeep advised the New Delhi Delegation of the 

International Committee of the Red Cross. He has also worked with the Commonwealth Human 
Rights Initiative, and has published a compilation of landmark Indian Supreme Court decisions 
and National Human Rights Commission guidelines on human rights and policing and has co-
authored modules on human rights for the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association and a 
citizen's handbook explaining the mandate and practical functioning of human rights 
commissions in India. Mandeep has also drafted two annual reports for the Punjab State 
Human Rights Commission and has worked on projects related to good governance and 
women's empowerment in India. 


