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Mona Rishmawi is the Chief of the Rule of Law, Equality and 
Non-Discrimination Branch in the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).  
 
She was the Executive Director of the UN International 
Commission of Inquiry on Darfur in 2004-2005, resulting in 
the first referral of a situation by the UN Security Council to the 
International Criminal Court.  
 
She also served as the UN Independent Expert on the Situation 
of Human Rights in Somalia from 1996 to 2000. From 1991 to 
2000, she was the Director of the Centre for the 

Independence of Judges and Lawyers of the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ), Geneva, 
Switzerland.  
 
She practiced law from 1981 to 1991 in the West Bank and was a senior member of the human rights 
organization al Haq, which she directed from 1990 to 1991.  
 
She holds a Masters of Law (LL.M.) from Columbia Law School (New York, U.S.A.).	
 

 

 


