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SEMINAR OVERVIEW 

________________________________________________________ 

 
 

The seminar will consider the role of the law in the response to HIV and AIDS, 

outlining the importance of an enabling legal environment for policies and 

frameworks and analysing how the law can constructively be used to 

strengthen national responses. The seminar will discuss traditional approaches 

to public health legislation and HIV testing, as well as multi -sectoral 

approaches to law reform and legal policy and the advantages and disadvan-

tages of these approaches in the response to HIV. 
 

The seminar is primarily for: 
 

National and Provincial government officials funding and managing AIDS 

programs 

Staff of international and national non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 

managing AIDS programs 

Staff of NGO’s working on HIV and AIDS projects or with communities 

vulnerable to HIV. 

 

 

OBJECTIVES 

________________________________________________________ 
 

The seminar aims to promote effective responses to HIV and AIDS by supporting 

participants’ capacities to: 
 

1. Understand the concept of an enabling environment and the range of 

different factors that influence the effectiveness of policies and programs 

on HIV and AIDS.  

2. Understand the range and scope of relevant legal policy on HIV and AIDS. 

3. Undertake a critical analysis of the public health legislation in their own 

country and identify potential areas for law reform. 

4. Understand the legal, ethical and public health considerations involved in 

developing an effective policy on HIV testing and partner notification. 

5. Understand how the law can be used to strengthen rather than obstruct 

effective HIV programs for marginalised groups. 

6. Utilize strategies for developing and implementing effective legal responses 

to HIV and AIDS in their own country. 

 

LANGUAGE:  English. 

 

METHODOLOGY: Presentations by legal experts, facilitated discussion of case 

studies and exercises in small groups. Participation is limited to 30 persons. 

 

FEE PACKAGE: USD $2200* (Includes seminar & materials; 7 nights accommo-

dation with continental breakfast; refreshments & lunch during the seminar; 

seminar reception; transport between the hotel and seminar venue). 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION & REGISTRATION: HIVLawSeminar2009@idlo.int  

 
*Limited scholarships are available for applicants from the following countries: Afghanistan, Bangla-

desh, Bhutan, Burma, Cambodia, China, (excl. H.K.), Cook Islands, East Timor, Federated States of  

Micronesia, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Kiribati, Laos, Maldives, Marshall Islands, Mongolia, Nauru, Nepal, 

Niue, Pakistan, Palau Islands, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, 

Thailand, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, Vietnam.  

Scholarship application deadline is 21 August 2009 
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SEMINAR ORGANIZERS 

AIDS Projects Management Group 

(APMG)  

APMG develops effective capacity building 

on HIV and AIDS with governments, 

international organizations, funding 

agencies and non-government organiza-

tions. Programs are not only aimed at 

increasing the capacity of agencies to carry 

out HIV initiatives, but also at supporting 

the development of strong and sustainable 

relationships between agencies involved in 

the HIV response at national, provincial and 

local levels. APMG works primarily on capacity 

development for HIV prevention and care 

programs among specific populations 

(injecting drug users, sex workers, men who 

have sex with men and prisoners). 

International Development Law Organization 

(IDLO)  

IDLO is a non-partisan, intergovernmental 

organization that promotes legal, regulatory 

and institutional reform to advance economic 

and social development in transitional and devel-

oping countries.  Since its establishment, IDLO 

has worked with over 20,000 legal professionals 

in 175 countries. In 2009, IDLO launched its 

global HIV and Health Law Program to promote 

and protect health through law. The program is 

driven by country needs, assessed in 

col laboration with governments and affected 

communities and focuses on institutional 

capacity building, professional networks, and 

knowledge generation and dissemination.  

Julie Hamblin is a partner in HWL Ebsworth’s National Health Industry Team. She is a highly respected Austra-

lian lawyer with an extensive background in HIV and AIDS law and human rights issues. Over the past 15 years, 

Julie has undertaken consultancy work on legal and ethical issues associated with the HIV epidemic in more than 

20 countries in Asia, Africa and Central and Eastern Europe. Julie has also delivered numerous keynote addresses 

and conference presentations, including for UNDP trainings on HIV and AIDS and law. 

Tim Leach has extensive experience in both legal and policy capacities in state and national disability organiza-

tions and human rights agencies. Tim previously worked as Senior Manager for the Australian Federation of AIDS 

Organizations and now works in HIV and development, primarily in Asia and Papua New Guinea. He focuses 

mainly on NGO and CBO capacity development, particularly among MSM and PLHIV groups. He has designed and 

delivered HIV stigma and discrimination seminars, as well as trainings on participatory policy development for 

those working in HIV responses in South Asia and the Middle East.  

John Godwin has an extensive background in health and HIV, human rights law and development. He maintains 

over 20 years professional experience working with civil society, government departments, and UN agencies to ad-

dress HIV-related issues. John has a broad range of international experience in policy, advocacy and project man-

agement. He has worked in the field delivering trainings and has also been involved high-level policy development 

and liaison with international NGOs, national governments, donors and multilateral organizations.  

Lou McCallum is currently Director of APMG. He has worked in HIV prevention and care among the populations 

most affected by HIV for more than 20 years. He began working in HIV as a nurse/counselor in a major VCT centre in 

Sydney and has worked as a policy analyst in state and national NGOs and in the AIDS Bureau of the New South 

Wales Department of Health in Australia. Lou was Executive Director of the Australian Federation of AIDS Organiza-

tions for two years, overseeing a range of programs. Lou has worked in HIV and development for the last six years, 

providing technical assistance to a range of government initiatives and NGOs.  

FACILITATORS  

IDLO’s Asia-Pacific Regional Centre 

(APRC) is located in Sydney, Aus-

tralia. The APRC is situated in 

Glebe, a suburb near the CBD. Glebe 

is an area of multicultural and archi-

tectural heritage with an artistic and 

village-like atmosphere. The IDLO 

APRC is housed in the old Glebe 

Court House, which was operative from 1889 to 1989.  

Located in the centre of the CBD, the 

Medina Executive is only a short bus 

ride from the seminar venue in Glebe. 

The hotel is situated adjacent to Cen-

tral Station, providing unparalleled 

access to all Sydney has to offer, 

including  restaurants and cafes 

through to sporting, theatre and live 

entertainment venues.  

VENUE            ACCOMODATION 

http://www.medina.com.au/default.asp?page=/travel-guide/things-to-do-in-sydney/sydney-restaurants


 

 THE SEMINAR  

 Module 1 Module 2 

 Creating an enabling environment for HIV and AIDS 
policy 

What is an enabling environment for HIV and AIDS 
policy and why does it matter? 

Understanding the social, economic and cultural con-
text of HIV and AIDS policies and programs 

Includes a discussion of different terminology used 
to describe HIV policy approaches (e.g. rights-based, 
public health approach) 

  

Outcome: Participants understand the concept of an 

enabling environment and the range of different fac-
tors that influence the effectiveness of HIV and AIDS 
policies and programs. 

  

 The role of the law in HIV and AIDS policy 

Why are laws and legal policy a key part of the re-
sponse to HIV and AIDS? 

How the law can be used constructively to strengthen 

a national response.  What kinds of laws are relevant? 

Includes an overview of international conventions and 
legal instruments affecting HIV and AIDS policy 

  

  

Outcome:  Participants understand the range and 
scope of relevant legal policy on HIV and AIDS. 

  

 Module 3  Module 4 

Public health legislation 

Traditional approaches to public health law, and why 
HIV and AIDS may call for a different response 

How public health laws can support an enabling en-

vironment for HIV and AIDS policy 

  

Outcome: Participants are able to undertake a criti-
cal analysis of the public health legislation in their 
own country and identify potential areas for law re-
form. 

  

 HIV Testing, Confidentiality and Partner Notification 

Different approaches to HIV testing: achieving the 
desired public health objective 

Rights and responsibilities in relation to HIV test re-

sults 

Why confidentiality matters 

Overcoming tensions between confidentiality and dis-
closure 

  

Outcome: Participants understand the legal, ethical 
and public health considerations involved in develop-

ing an effective policy on HIV testing and partner no-
tification. 

 Module 5  Module 6 

 Laws affecting marginalized populations (e.g. com-

mercial sex workers, injecting drug users, men who 
have sex with men, children) 

Understanding how the law may increase the vulner-

ability of certain groups to HIV and AIDS 

Addressing stigma and discrimination: what role can 
the law play? 

Decriminalization as a public health strategy 

  

Outcome: Participants understand how the law can 
be used to strengthen rather than obstruct effective 

HIV and AIDS programs for marginalized groups. 

 Law reform, legal advocacy and access to legal ser-

vices 

Multi-sectoral approaches to law reform and legal pol-
icy 

Strategies for legal advocacy for people with HIV and 
affected groups 

Giving effect to legal rights in practice: ensuring ac-
cess to legal advice and assistance 

  

Outcome: Participants have strategies for developing 
and implementing effective legal responses to HIV 

and AIDS in their own country. 

  


